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Identification of Alr Pacility Installationsy

In Poland, as contrasted to the Soviet Union, flighta
involve short distances; therefore, no necessity of checking
in at beacons,

Alrfield Identifications

Charts given Lo pilote have clvil airflelds designated by
name; no milistary sirfields are indicated. There 1s no evidence
of any other methode of identification of airfields,

Numbers Assigned to Aircraft:

The Regimental Commanding Officer iz allotted a block of
numbers for aircraft under his command. Source doss not
recall detalls, however,

Pilot Humbersy

Whenever necensary, & pllct reports by his own pepsonal
number, These numbers are assigned in blocks by the air head-
quarters in turn te corps level and azein to regimenta. Within
regiments, an srbitrary system involving the first dlzit may be
used, e,g., 700, 800, ete. The pilot retains this number except
when he changes duty,

APO Numbersy

AB & rule, APQO numbers are not used, Pilots are not
billeted on airfields. They live of the poat and lor mailing
purgaaua, are addressed without rank at regular street addresses
within the town, However, on rare oceasions, the use of four-
diglit APQ nunbers are in order, In principle, four-digit numbers
are used for all military units at or above regimental level,
For example, the pllot was a member of the Pirst Squadron, Ulst
Regiment {A?{)% 4976) of the 3rd Division (APO 1224). There is
no evidence of the use of letter suffixes to denote lower echelona.

Techniecal Unita:

These units have thelr own APO numbers and their own organiza-
tional set up. They are not responsible to the tactical division,
They stay with the alrfleld and are equivalent to “"station '
complement,”

Alreraft Repalr:

Alreraft are serviced by the regiments themselves, Higher
echelon repairs are performed at Division or Corps level--znalogous
to US practice,

Flight Clearances:

Normal procedure is that airfield notifies destination sir-

field of flight plan., Wherever necessary, the pilot uses his own

number for ldentification purposes, As regards the crossing of
bordera, his guess would be that the flight would be pre-
arranged, with no checlking necessary enroute, But source had no
experience along this line (except when he "flew the coop.”).
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Alrfield Construction Activitys

No knowledge. Upon arrival at any glven airfield, sll such
work had been completed prior %o his srrival.

Alroraft Enzine Repairs

&, If minor repair, plane mechanic.

b, If more complicated repair, regiment's own unit,

¢, If still more compllicated repair, Dlvislon's own unit.
4, If very bad repair, back to the plant.

¥ethod of Identification in Maneuvers

Pilot 41d not teke part in any inter-service maneuvers and
has no knowledge of ldentification methods for such purposes,
ldentification in daily operations, the pilot's number is used.

Trainlng Program and Combat Readiness:

gfficial monthly progress reports are made. Combate
readiness of & pllot &8 gauged by performance rather than flying
time, Combate-readiness of unit is messured by percentage of
gombat-ready plilots,

Physical Security of an Alrfields

The base is guarded by Alr Police, a speclal guard company
within the station complement itgelf. UB (counterpart of the
MYD} had nothing to do with the security of the airfleld.

Russian Pllois;

Russians are Hegimental and Divisional Commanding Offlcers:
in Polsnd, there are complete Soviet Regiments but completely
independent of the Polish Air Force. Locations of Joviet Unlts
rememberesd are: Kolbrzeg, Swidnlca, Breg, and Niessz. He had no
information on methods of identification employed by the Zoviets,

Restricted Areasy

There are many restricted areas in Poland, ¢ivil flights
are avsolutely forbidden over these sreas. Military elrcraft are
warned of these areas bhut actually pald little or no attention
to restrictions. Hestrictions cover industrizl areas, munitions
factories and the like,

Alrcraft Inspectlons:

There are two complete inspections of an aircraft., One, in
the spring to prepare for summer flying, and one in the fall for
winter flying. A%t regular intervals, e.g., 25, 50, 100 hours,
the mechanic dees his own checking of the aireraft. In the Pollish
Alr Porce, each pilot is required to be & skilled mechanlc as part
of his training, Therefore, a pllot can do his own inspectlon,
The inspection log is meintained by the mechanic. Once & pilot
accepts an glrcraft from a mechanic by his aignature, the pilot
is then polely responsible for the aircraft.

Alrceralt Assignment:
Alreralt assigned each pilot as his own plane but usually

two or more pllots actually fly a particular sirsbaft, due to
the shortage of alrcraft,
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Shipment of MIGs:

On 25 December 1952, MIGa~-15-BIS were given to the Poles
by the USSR. They were brought into Poland crated, to the Pllot's
alrfield, unpacked, assembled, and then flown to the various bhases,
Regimental Combat Strength;

A regiment with thirty-eight aircraft and thirty-eight
pilots was considered up to combat strength.

Change in Time of Warg
he pregently~constituted Polish mir units may be considered

88 cadres for next-higher units in event of warj e.5.s oach
squadron-in-being is the nucleus for a wartime regiment,
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